
Date of Issue: 5th October 2021 

A MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 

11th OCTOBER 2021 IN THE BANQUETING SUITES, SHOTTON HALL, PETERLEE, SR8 2PH at 

6.30pm 

Mr I Morris M.C.I.H, P.S.L.C.C.   

Town Clerk  

A G E N D A 

Due to the current COVID situation the capacity of the meeting room is reduced and 
public admission to the meeting will be limited.  

Any members of the public wishing to attend Shotton Hall to observe the meeting are 
strongly advised to contact the Council in advance to reserve a seat: 
council@peterlee.gov.uk or 0191 5862491 

Members of the Committee and members of the public are reminded that the public part 

of the meeting may be recorded in both audio and video, and photographs may be taken. 

1. Apologies for Absence

Members are cordially invited to inform the Deputy Town Clerk of their apologies as 

soon as practical before the meeting if they are unable to attend. 

2. To receive declarations of interest 

Members are reminded of the need to disclose any interests in items on this agenda, 

whether pecuniary or otherwise. Please seek advice from the Town Clerk or Deputy Town 



Clerk prior to the meeting if in doubt.  Members are reminded that they can check their 

published declaration of interests here: https://bit.ly/2wVyeLA 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting  

 Members are asked to agree the attached minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting.   

 (Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2021, attached) 

4. To welcome Joy Allen Police and Crime Commissioner to the meeting 

 Items of concern submitted by Council Members have been submitted to the Police and 
Crime Commissioner prior to the meeting to enable her to properly consider the items in 
advance.  

5. To review the arrangements for the opening and closing of the gate at the car park 
adjacent to the CALM CIC community hub at Lowhills Road  

Item requested by Cllr Scott Meikle following complaints about the car park being left 
locked during some week days and weekends.  

6. Eden Lane Woodland Park Proposal  

Members will be presented with a report from the Parks Manager and Town Clerk on 
a proposed community woodland creation project for the ‘pony fields’ area off Eden 
Lane.  Members will be asked to approve the proposal to plant several thousand new 
trees on the site in a project that has been developed in partnership with Durham 
County Council.  

Report of the Parks Manager (to follow) 



Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee of the 12th July 2021 

THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE BANQUETING SUITES,  
SHOTTON HALL, PETERLEE ON MONDAY 12TH JULY 2021 AT 6.30PM 

PRESENT:   R MOORE (CHAIR) 

Mesdames:- K Liddell, A Stockport, K Duffy, S. Simpson, M. McCue 

Messrs:-  D. Hawley, B. Fishwick, M. Sanderson, T. Duffy 

Due to the absence of both the Chair and Vice Chair, the Town Clerk opened the meeting by 
seeking nominations for Chair.  Councillor R Moore was nominated by Councillor T Duffy 
and seconded by Councillor K Liddell. No other nominations were received and it was 
RESOLVED that R Moore Chair the meeting. 

The Chairman advised members of the committee that part of the meeting may be recorded 
by both audio and video, and it may be that photographs were taken.   

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were submitted by Councillors K Hawley, G Johnson, D Howarth, M A 
Cartwright, D Quinn, S Meikle and A Laing. 
RESOLVED the Council approve the reason submitted for absence received from 
these Councillors, and their apologies for absence be recorded. 

2. To receive declarations of interest
Members were reminded of the need to disclose any interests in items on this agenda, 
whether pecuniary or otherwise. 
Councillors T. Duffy and K. Duffy had declared their interest in item 5 ‘Leisure Gardens 
Policy’, to the Town Clerk via email prior to the meeting. 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting  

A copy of which had been circulated to each Member were approved.   

4. The Impact of Covid on the Council’s Sport and Wellbeing Service  

Members received a presentation from the Town Council’s Sports and Wellbeing 
Manager providing a summary of some of the Town Council’s Sports & Wellbeing 
activities during the COVID pandemic and plans for the future. 



Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee of the 12th July 2021 

5. Leisure Gardens Policy 
Members were asked to consider and provide feedback on a draft Leisure Gardens Policy 
that had been developed in line with recommendations from Internal Audit.  Following 
consideration by the Committee, a number of revisions were suggested to be made to 
the Policy. 
RECOMMENDED the Town Clerk to liaise with Councillor T Duffy to make the agreed 
revisions to the Policy, after which the revised version would be issued to gardeners 
from the Council’s two sites for feedback prior to final consideration by the Council 
later this year. 
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Report to: Peterlee Town Council Community & Environment Committee 

Date: 11th October 2021 

Report of: Ian Hall, Parks Manager  
 
 
Report Title: Eden Lane Woodland Proposal  

 
 
Purpose: This report is intended to provide members with a summary of the 

proposals to create a community Woodland Park at the Eden Lane ‘Pony 
Fields’ area of Peterlee.  

 
 
Background: As members will be aware, the Town Council owns and manages the 

‘Pony Fields’ area of public open space at Eden Lane.  The area is to the 
east of the Peterlee Cemetery and Peterlee & Horden RFC, in between the 

residential settlements of Peterlee and Horden.  The area includes a 
Historic  England registered monument - the Yoden medieval settlement1 
- and the SSSI magnesia limestone tropical reef at Yoden village quarry2. 
These are all maintained by the Town Council’s Parks Department.  

 
Members will be aware that the Town Council has already been successful 

in new native trees to the Pony fields area through external grant funding 
under the Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF) initiative.  On the back of 
that success the Parks Manager was approached by the Woodland 

Creation Officer from Durham County Council (DCC) about the potential 
for a joint project to introduce further tree planting to the site, as well as 
nearby County Council land.  

 
The PTC Parks Manager has worked in partnership with DCC colleagues 

to produce a proposal for further grant funding to create a community 
woodland park on the pony fields site, towards the south of the area and 
away from the ancient monument and SSSI site. The nature of the grant 
funding is such that there would be no financial cost to PTC other than 
staff time on planting the project as the grant will cover all other material 
costs.  

 

Proposal: To create a Woodland Park on the pony field site DCC will apply for the 
grant and submit the plans for the woodland which includes over 7,000 
trees including a fruit orchard, wildflowers areas and rabbit fencing. 
Appendix 2 provides further on some of the plans and tree varieties 

 
1 For more information about the Yoden settlement please see https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/list-entry/1019913  
2 For more information about the Yoden village quarry please see https://peterlee.parish.durham.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/37/2016/09/40326-RLS-Yoden-Village-Quarry-Web-Leaflet-P5.pdf  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1019913
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1019913
https://peterlee.parish.durham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/2016/09/40326-RLS-Yoden-Village-Quarry-Web-Leaflet-P5.pdf
https://peterlee.parish.durham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/2016/09/40326-RLS-Yoden-Village-Quarry-Web-Leaflet-P5.pdf
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included in the bid.  

 

If the bid by DCC is successful the trees and fencing will be delivered to 
the Town Council’s parks depot at Eden Lane. It is proposed that the 
Town Council invites local schools, community groups and Members to 
take part in the planting of the trees in January-February 2022. 

 

The key next steps are as follow: 
  

• PTC Members agree the proposal for the woodland project and 
principle of the grant application in partnership with DCC; 

• PTC parks department work with colleagues at DCC to begin 
preparing the site;. 

• Democratic Services and Parks staff will work together on an 
engagement plan to ensure that local Members, local schools and 
community groups are given the opportunity to join-in with the 
planting and installing of the trees and rabbit fencing and the 
planting of wildflower seeds in cleared areas. 
 

The creation of a new community woodland park on the pony fields site 

will enhance the social amenity of the area, and will help to encourage 
more visitors to the area to visit the woodland as well as the ancient 
monument site and SSSI site.  The woodland is intended to provide a 
more diverse natural environment in comparison to the single-type 
grassed areas, promoting greater biodiversity.  And trees also have a 
beneficial impact by absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 

storing the carbon and releasing oxygen back into the air.   
  

 
Budget: There is no budget required as the project would be fully funded if the 

grant is approved.  
 
Recommendation:  

 
Members are recommended to note the contents of this report and to 
approve the proposed project to work in partnership with Durham 

County Council on the bid for the Pony fields community woodland 
park grant bid with a proposed start in early 2022. 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 



3 
 

Appendix 1: Implications 

Finance – No direct implications. 

Staffing - No direct implications. 

Risk – No direct implications. 

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty - No direct implications. 

Accommodation - No direct implications. 

Crime and Disorder - No direct implications. 

Human Rights - No direct implications. 

Consultation - No direct implications. 

Procurement – No direct implications. 

Disability Issues - No direct implications. 

Legal Implications - No direct implications. 

Data Protection - No direct implications. 
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Appendix 2 
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